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A POCKET PET FOR VALENTINE’S CAN BE A BIG MISTAKE
Dr. Joshua Sosnow advises of the risks involved in giving the gift of a pet
Scottsdale, Ariz. – People are always in search of the perfect, memorable gift for their Sweetheart on Valentine’s Day. What seems more perfect that a pocket size pet, with a red heart sweater that says “I Love You”?

Dr. Joshua Sosnow, owner and vet at North Scottsdale Animal Hospital strongly advises against giving the gift of a “designer” pet and says that the continual miniaturization of existing breeds carries risks that are unforeseen by many pet owners.
The “designer” toy breed dogs are becoming one of the latest popular sensations among new pet owners. The “Yorkie-Poo”, “Malti-Poo”, and “Shih-Poo” are just a few of the new “breeds” flooding pet stores and inundating potential pet owners. People want a cute cuddly palm-sized dog that they can travel, shop and eat with. The “accesorization” of toy breed dogs by celebrities has also contributed to the fad in the pet industry that “smaller dogs are better”. 

In fact, many of these toy breed dogs are born with or acquire conditions that can compromise their quality of life or cost the owner significant sums of money. 

“The trend towards pet miniaturization in veterinary medicine ultimately costs both the pet and owner time and money that could otherwise be saved by making a prudent choice to adopt a pet,” said Sosnow.

The person receiving the “ pet gift” needs to understand that providing for the pet’s medical needs can be significant especially when the cost of more advanced care in the pet’s senior years is considered. An individual or family must be willing to accept the responsibility for the pets care with this in mind. And as a general rule, pets are living longer, healthier lives. Smaller toy breeds have the potential to live well into there teenage years. As a consequence, owning a pet is a long-term commitment that shouldn’t be thrust upon someone lightly. 
Pet overpopulation still remains a concern especially since tens of thousands of pets are euthanized annually. The growth of “backyard breeders” looking to make a fast buck has also flooded the papers and internet with pets available for adoption that compete with those pets in shelters and humane society.
Dr. Sosnow also warns that many of the miniaturized dogs seem to retain more of the juvenile physical, as well as behavioral characteristics creating a relationship based on co-dependency. The pet must be with the owner at all times or suffers significant anxiety, depression or destructive behavior; while the owner gets unconditional love and a sense of purpose caring for the dog.
“Pets don’t make great gifts. Financial planning and preparation should be part of the decision to bring a pet into the household,” said Sosnow. “Your lifestyle or that of your family should also be a consideration.”

Unforeseen visits to the vet, boarding and grooming can be expensive, and should always be a consideration when you’re thinking about a new pet. In fact, setting aside money each month for a “rainy day” fund will help you better prepare for a pet health emergency. When it comes to adopting a new pet, talk to your vet about potential breeds that might fit well into your lifestyle, as well as any medical concerns that may accompany the breed. Veterinarians are still the best source of information about your pet’s medical and behavioral needs.
North Scottsdale Animal Hospital’s mission is to provide the highest level of client and patient care using the latest advancements in veterinary medicine. They believe that client education is a critical part of their service. They are located at 15576 N. Pima Road in the Sonora Village Shopping Center. For more information feel free to contact Dr. Josh Sosnow at (480) 368-1741 or visit his website at www.nsvet.com.
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